COLWINSTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL     
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD IN THE VILLAGE HALL COLWINSTON ON TUESDAY MARCH 14 2017 AT 7.30pm 
1. ATTENDANCE

Cllrs:     

G Bates (Chair)


E H Lewis (Vice)




C Roach 



T Cook
P Graham -Woollard 
Others:                 
Joanna Howell (Clerk) 
County Cllr R Thomas
Apologies:       
PCSO Stone, Cllrs W Bellin and H Maclehose
The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting.  
2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST:  
None at this point
3. UPDATE FROM REDROW REPRESENTATIVE

Cllr Graham-Woollard explained that a representative was unable to attend, though suggested that the new representative Nigel Jotcham be invited to the new Council.  He outlined the conversation he had had with Mr Jotcham.
4. PUBLIC SESSION AND MATTERS ARISING 
There were two members of the public present.  One member of the public wished to explain that there would be an article regarding the broadband surveys in the next village newsletter.
5. CONSIDERATION OF POLICE MATTERS
PCSO Angela Stone had sent her apologies.  She had reported to the Clerk that there had been no crimes reported since the last meeting. 
6. Country Councillors Reports 

CC Ray Thomas explained that there had been a 2.8% increase in Council Tax.  The Police commissioner costs rose by 5% with no rationale provided to the VoG Council for that decision. 
7. Consideration of response from ombudsman 
The Council were disappointed to discover that Community Council’s don’t have any status in the eyes of the Ombudsman.  From the response it also seemed very clear that if an individual had not incurred financial loss then there was little chance of a successful complaint.  The Chair believed that one recourse was to lobby Jane Hutt, Alun Cairns etc. and also to speak to the press.  After a discussion it was agreed to first enquire into whether this complaint could be made to the Auditor General for Wales.  The Chair agreed to enquire into this and report back at the April meeting. 
8. Planning Matters 

The following planning matters were discussed: -
ENF/2016/0121/PC- Glan Ynys, Colwinston – Enforcement Contravention – The response from the VoG Enforcement Officer was discussed, and also the before and after photos viewed.  Cllr Graham-Woollard also referred to an informal conservation he had had with the new owner.  It was agreed that the building appeared to comply with a plan that the VoG Council had approved. However, this plan resulted into an intrusion into the highway.  Again there was a discussion into how this matter could be followed up, and the Chair confirmed he would also look into this matter. 
2017/00073/FUL 4, Maes y Bryn, Colwinston-  Proposed extensions and vehicular access - No Objections or comments 
 2017/00010/FUL 5, Heol Cae Pwll, Colwinston-  External flue- No Objections or comments 
2016/01178/FUL - Highfield Farm, Colwinston- Additional hardstanding and existing farm track renewal from existing gateway to farm shop for overflow parking and access.
The Council discussed the need for this application but also the fact that the plans were not professional drawn up and did not believe to provide the information necessary to consider the application.  It was therefore agreed to object to the application on the grounds or inadequate plans and information. 
9. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING 
The minutes of the ordinary meeting, which took place on Tuesday 14th February 2017, had been previously circulated by the Clerk. It was proposed by Councillor Cook that the minutes be accepted this was seconded by Cllr Graham-Woollard. The Minutes were then signed as a true and accurate record by the Chairman and the Clerk. These will be placed on the website in due course. A hard copy will be available if requested. 
10. MATTERS ARISING 
Point 13.5 – Attenuation Basin –Cllr Graham- Woollard was able to update the Council on this.  Redrow confirmed it had been agreed by the Vale that its design and functioning detail would comply strictly with the ROSPA Report. This means that the 'safety barrier' will not be a gated closed fence merely an intermittent barrier indicating a boundary. This is based on the premise that it may remain an amenity area other than in times of heavy discharge but will not retain any material depth of water for a sustained period. This however assumes and requires that the highest standards of maintenance are achieved as stipulated by ROSPA. This will be the responsibility of the VoG and if not achieved will lead to flooding and possible risk to life and property. 
The Chair suggested that the Clerk write to the VoG Planning department asking them what they have instructed Redrow to do on this matter and highlighting that the VoG will be totally responsible for the maintenance. 

AP Clerk to write to VoG Planning
Cllr Graham-Woollard also reported that Redrow would cooperate with Western Power regarding the Sub Station, however any initiative must come from Western Power who would need to present proposals to the Vale. He had asked Alun Cairns’ office for an update on any possible plans by Western Power regarding the substation. 

Point 8 – Litter pickers – These have been ordered and will be available shortly.

Point 9 – Projects for conservation group – The Clerk reported that the group had agreed to the work at the well, and she had put them in touch with Cllr Maclehose regarding a site visit.  At this point Cllr Lewis suggested that the group might also be able to help with the clearance of the brambles in the Churchyard.  

AP Clerk to contact Conservation Group

Point 12.1- Village leaflet – Cllr Roach confirmed that she had emailed the various groups in the village and asked for a short description and pictures.  She had started to receive the information and had given the deadline of 31st March.  

Point 12.2 – Stones in stream – The Clerk explained that Welsh Water did not believe they had caused the stones in the stream.  Cllr Lewis agreed that the kerbstones might not have definitely be due to them, however where the bank had collapsed into the stream to the left of the entrance gate, and this was most definitely due to Welsh Water siting a portacabin office at the site. 
AP Clerk to contact VoG Council to clear the ditches 

Point 12.3 – Redrow signs- These signs are still there, even though the Council believed the hearing date had gone by.  CC Ray Thomas to enquire into this matter. 

Point 12.4- Pillars at entrance to Redrow estate – Cllr Graham-Woollard stated that the VoG Planners had requested that the Cock and Hen design be replaced with a flat top to match the adjacent existing wall, this seems reasonable.  Approx.  3 weeks ago Redrow submitted approval for the final design.
Point 12.5- The unauthorised sign Dog Walking sign was still present however CC Ray Thomas had confirmed with the VoG Council that this was in the process of getting this removed. 
Point 12.6 – Green Lane – AP Clerk to chase Gwyn Teague on this matter
Point 14.3 – Communication Policy – The Clerk confirmed that she had sent the communication policy to the other Community Councils.  The Chair referred to Rob Thomas’ recent letter on this matter. 

Point 14.5 - Closure of histology department in Princess of Wales Hospital – the Clerk confirmed she had recently received the draft of this letter so it had now been sent. 
11. CLERK’S REPORT ON ELECTION MATTERS
The Clerk discussed her previously circulated report, highlighting the key deadline dates, the fact that the list of nominees would only be announced post the deadline for withdrawal and the need for electoral role numbers. 

AP Clerk to contact Cllrs Bellin and Maclehose ensuring they had no questions on this report
12. CLERK’S REPORT 

The Clerks report was reviewed and the following matters discussed: -
Payroll change of contract – There has been a new Payroll schedule of costs which will see our payroll charge be £68 p.a. (currently £58 p.a.). The new charge is guaranteed for the next five years unless changes in the service provided, the Council agreed that the would carry on with this service. 

AGM/May Ordinary Meeting – It was agreed that the meeting should still be held on the 9th May.

Internal Auditor – The Chair agreed to approach the previous internal auditor to check he would be happy to provide the audit again. 

The following correspondence had been received by the Clerk: -
08/03/17- Email from Mr Robert Thomas re correspondence with planning officer on planning application, and corresponding comments from Cllrs

06/03/17- Email from Cllr Roach re boundary maps 

06/03/17- Annual Return and external audit details 

03/03/17- Email from K Davies re low cost ownership advertising

01/03/17- Email from C Cutler re Electoral commission help for independent candidates

27/02/17- Email from OVW re IRP Annual Report 2017

27/02/17- Email re Community Activities Fair 

27/02/17- Email from OVW re Consultation on planning of traveller sites 

26/02/17- Email from VoG re Links to agenda for March VoG Cabinet meeting

26/02/17- Email discussion planning
2017/00073/FUL 

26/02/17- Email from OVW re OVW Feb Bulletin 

24/02/17- Email from Welsh Water re stones in stream

24/02/17- Email response from Ombudsman re Complaint

22/02/17- Email acknowledgment from Ombudsman re considering complaint

21/02/17- Email from OVW – 2018 Parliamentary constituencies review

21/02/17- Email from Insp Smart re attendance of PCSOs at meetings

21/02/17- Email from VoG re update on Redrow issues 

20/02/17- Email from VoG re Election timetables 

19/02/17- Email from Dianne Malley re Payroll contracts 

17/02/17- Email from VoG re CRC event

17/02/17- Declaration of interest from Cllr Graham-Woollard

17/02/17- Email discussion planning  2017/00010/FUL

17/02/17- Email discussion planning  2016/01178/FUL

17/02/17- Email from Enforcement re Glan Yr Ynys 

17/02/17- Email from VoG Enforcement of removal of Redrow signs 

16/02/17- Email from VoG re Consultation on additional MACs to LDP

15/02/17- Email from Audit office re financial management webinar

15/02/17-Email from Electoral Services re planning for AGM 2017

15/02/17- Email from Ceri Hoffrock re new Governor appointment

10/02/17- Email from VoG re Pre election protocol

The Chair queried whether there were any questions/updates on the correspondence, there were none. 
Finance 

Funds as of 08/03/2017 £10,516(cashbook) incl £3,200 lottery grant for Village Book.

Payments to be authorised: -
Share of membership of SLCC- Refund to J Howell
100463
£32.75

No receipts
Cllr Cook proposed the authorisation of the above payment this was seconded by Cllr Roach and agreed by all. The cheques was signed by two signatories. 

13. COUNCILLORS REPORTS
Update from Cllr Cook on the broadband survey 
Cllr Cook confirmed that he had not been able to work on this since the last meeting, due in part to broadband issues.  However, he would update on this at the next meeting.  

Cllr Graham-Woollard explained that getting a credible answer from BT was proving increasingly difficult with one source saying one thing and another something completely different. The issue at the moment is not generally speaking broadband related, although there are individual service issues, but line capacity into the Village. Additional Lines were being installed from the Sub Exchange near the Toby at Waterton Cross to enable new subscribers on the St. David's Site to be connected. Cllr Graham-Woollard has asked Alun Cairns’ Office to facilitate a meeting for the Council with BT. 
Update from Cllr Lewis on Churchyard Maintenance
Although there was some work involving clearance of brambles that could be done by the Cardiff Volunteers, there was other work needed to level and remove stones.  The remainder was a large job that would require funds from a number of sources.  After a discussion it was agreed that Cllrs Lewis and Graham-Woollard would enquire with a number of groups about possible sources and to enquire whether a local construction company could assist with a machine with an extended arm to reach into the churchyard from the carpark above.. 
Cllr Graham-Woollard requested that the Clerk agenda the state of the Llysworney Road on the April Agenda. 

AP Clerk to agenda

DATE OF NEXT MEETING  

The next meeting of the Community Council will take place on Tuesday April 11th 2017 at 7.30pm in the Sycamore Tree Inn 
The meeting was closed at 8.40pm
SIGNED…………………………………………………………………

CHAIRMAN, COLWINSTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL

DATE…………………………………………………………………….

SIGNED…………………………………………………………………

CLERK, COLWINSTON COMMUNTY COUNCIL

 DATE……………………………………………………………………

PAGE  
1
DRAFT


